important research, university and defence organizations. Each appointment throughout has been characterized by the observation and perception that he learnt from his spiritual mentor, Osler, and these are enshrined in his five books and 117 papers. His book on Sherrington's life, written in collaboration with Sir John Eccles, is considered the most important work of its kind. Of his papers, 53 report original research in the history of medicine, 45 describe aspects of his neurophysiological or clinical research and 11 are on various aspects of medical education.
In reply, Professor Gibson said that it was a special honour to receive the Honorary Fellowship of a Society which had been founded through the catalytic effort of Sir William Osler: it was his constant encouragement of Sir John MacAlister that produced the remarkable amalgam of many aging and some younger medical societies which today is the Royal Society of Medicine. From his position of great prestige as Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford and as author of a great medical textbook, Osler was able to bring some rather disparate groups together in what he referred to as 'unity, peace and concord'. He was a great believer in what Harvey Cushing used to refer to as 'the binding influence of libraries on a subdivided profession'.
Professor Gibson continued with a description of the good offices of Sir Henry Dale OM PRS and the Wellcome Trust which had established in the RSM one of the world's finest medical libraries. The society had maintained the connection with Osler by conferring an Honorary Fellowship on Sir Richard Doll, a recent Regius Professor of Physiology at Oxford.
Professor Gibson thanked the Society for so generously giving him its highest honour.
Baron C ver Heyden de Lancey Medico-Legal Prize 1984
The President, Sir John Walton, introduced Dr John Leahy Taylor, the recipient of last year's prize, with a discussion of the interrelationship between the medical and legal professions, noting that doctors and dentists have continually relied in the cares of their professional work and practice upon the advice and support of legal colleagues, and now to an increasing extent in a society whose activities are from time to time constrained by statute. The medical and dental professions in the United Kingdom depend upon a very close relationship with the medical defence societies, whose skill and expertise, combined with that of the lawyers whom they employ, has resulted in the costs of insurance against claims for medical negligence borne by individual doctors being infinitely less than in many other countries of the world, notably the United States where so-called 'malpractice insurance' is now horrendously expensive.
Dr John Leahy Taylor retired last year as the Secretary of the Medical Protection Society; he has been successively Honorary Secretary and President of the Medico-Legal Society and Honorary Editor of the Medico-Legal Journal. His contributions to knowledge in the medicolegal field have been many and his books, for example 'Doctors and the Law', have been widely quoted and admired. There is no one in the UK whose reputation stands higher on that important interface between medicine and the law.
Baron C ver Heyden de Lancey Art Prize 1984
In introducing Professor Henry Walton, last year's recipient of the award, the President noted that though they share the same surname and have many common interests, they are not related. Professor Walton has a reputation of high standing in the fields of psychiatry and medical education and is prominent not only in the Association for the Study of Medical Education, but is the founding father of the Association for Medical Education in Europe; he is also Editor of Medical Education. The particular reason for honouring him on this occasion, however, was for his contribution to the arts. Professor Walton planned and established a Scottish National Committee to make all forms of the arts more accessible to disabled people with physical or psychiatric disabilities. Under his leadership this Committee has been so successful that the Scottish Office has offered to provide it with substantial core funding in the future. He has also been a member of the Pictures Committee of the University of Edinburgh and the University's representative on the Board of Governors of the Edinburgh College of Art.
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